
Acting 11/12 Course Outline

Teacher: W. Taylor

Expectations
Acting 11/12 is a performance course. It is intended for students who wish to take part in Ladysmith Secondary’s theatre program. The goals of Ladysmith’s theatre program include the following:

- to develop in each student self-discipline and a sense of responsibility toward others;

- to develop in students an interest in theatre, and to engender a respect for the various theatre skills;

- to develop in each student a basic stock of theatre skills;

- to develop in students the ability to make constructive critical evaluation;

- to develop theatre talent that may contribute to community or even professional theatre.

To achieve these goals we will work in a climate of mutual support and respect. All discussions of student work will be supportive: any student who makes negative comments or behaves in a distracting way will be removed from the class. Students will be expected to contribute to a positive atmosphere necessary for theatre work.

Please be aware, class work will culminate in performances that will be open to the public. Expect to put in time after school leading up to our performance night(s).

Learning Outcomes
Acting 12
1. The student should be able to express emotion with body and voice in a believable manner.

2. The student should be able to speak with a voice that has clarity, strength, and is further improved in pitch, pace, and volume.

3. The student should be able to demonstrate a greater depth of understanding in interpretation of character and should have developed increased skill in blocking, stage business, script interpretation, and the rehearsal process.

4. The student should be able to perform in various styles of acting, including the Shakespearean.

5. The student should have experience with various types of staging--proscenium, open, thrust, and arena.

6. The student should be able to lead a group in a manner that is effective but not autocratic.

7. The student should know and be able to use:

(a) acting terms such as beats, method acting, plot line, pointing, subtext, topping;

(b) speech terms such as accent, dialect, interpretation, and soliloquy.

Acting 11
1. The student should acquire increased self-confidence and the ability to communicate well with others.

2. The student should be able to lead a small group effectively.

3. The student should be able to accept the leadership of other students.

4. The student should be able to express emotion and to speak with a voice that has clarity and an improved range in pitch, pace, and volume.

5. The student should have an increased knowledge of characterization, blocking, stage business, script interpretation, and the rehearsal process.

6. The student should be able to perform in scenes from various types of plays, including comedy, drama, melodrama, and “mellerdrama.”

7. The student should have an improved sense of what constitutes dramatic criticism and evaluation and a basic sense of what makes good theatre.

8. Students should have an understanding of all crew responsibilities and a healthy respect for the total cooperation required within a production team.

9. The student should know and be able to use

(a) acting terms such as blocking, business, cheating, cut, gesture, improv., masking, mime, motivation, props, upstaging;

(b) speech terms such as consonant, dialogue, diaphragm, diction, ear, interpretation, larynx, monologue, monotone, pace pitch, projection, range, rhythm, timbre, volume, vowels;

(c) stage terms such as apron, backdrop, cyclorama, downstage, flies, pit, proscenium wall, proscenium arch, stage right and left, upstage, wings;

(d) make-up terms such as chiaroscuro, crepe hair, latex, linear make-up, liner, pancake, plastic make-up, spirit gum.

10. The student should have some knowledge of the theatre’s origins and growth to the present state, with a particular emphasis on contemporary Canadian threatre.

11. The student should be able to apply stage make-up competently.

Evaluation
Students will be evaluated with respect to the above outcomes. The following provides an approximate mark break-down:

Full participation in all class activities



30%

Demonstration of Drama skills (Performance evaluation)

40%

- play/scene presentation, voice work, mime, improv etc.

Written work 







30%

- journal, character study, play review, scene analysis, quiz etc.
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